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Hindenburg had just missed the absolute majority by 0-4 per
cent of the poll and he would have had it had not the Hitlerites
polled so well in the strongholds of the working class; in Chemnitz
for instance, red Chemnitz, they polled more votes than the Social
Democratic candidate of Tannenberg. It was a great, but it was
not a decisive victory and a greater effort yet was needed for at
a second ballot—fixed for April 10—only a relative majority was
needed.
The fight was resumed after a brief Easter truce but the tension
had gone; even the enthusiasts of the National Socialist propa-
ganda department admitted that the result was now a foregone
conclusion; it was impossible within the time limit to make any
real impression on the solid mass of Hindenburg voters. The
symbol of the past had won. The second poll was anti-climax
and the action of the Nationalists—the one party that had been
humiliated on March 13—added the desired touch of comedy.
To create still worse confusion they withdrew their candidate and
assured their members that they were free to vote as they wished.
But before giving that assurance they allowed it to be known
that, true patriots as they were, they had endeavoured to repeat
the precedent of 1925 and rally all the "national" elements to a
single candidate. The ex Crown Prince was unanimously chosen
as the "national" candidate, even the Leader agreeing to stand
down, and he accepted on condition that the ex-Kaiser approved.
Wilhelm returned a decided negative from Doom and the ex Crown
Prince then declared he would vote for Hitler. The last sentence
at least was true. The rest of the story was intended mainly to
put in a pleasant setting the undoubted fact that the majority
of the party which had once summoned Hindenburg from retire-
ment to save the state was now going to vote against both him
and the effort at salvation. With relaxation of tension came appre-
hension. It was now known officially, and the official news was
greatly magnified by rumour, that on the night of March 12/13
the Storm Troop leaders had secretly mobilized so as to carry
out a coup d'etat the moment it was dear that Hitler had a
majority. That the action was universal and official is highly
unlikely, but the sceptical were not convinced by Hitler's ex-

